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<Abstract>
The Relationship between Self-consciousness and
Destiny in the Jeokgang Novel
Shin, Tae-soo

The behavior of the protagonist in the Jeokgang novel is governed by
the Heaven's principle, but sometimes his behavior is not controlled by the
principle. This means that the protagonist is not confined solely to the
Heaven. In the light of that, we need to look into the Heaven from the
perspective of the protagonist. We find the following.

First, we find that the protagonist has stronger self-consciousness when
he behaves for his own private interest, but has weaker self-consciousness
when he behaves for the public interest. In terms of self-consciousness,
there are two types of the Heaven: the heaven with the perfect control

over the protagonist and the heaven without it.
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Third, we classify jeokgang novels as two different categories: novels

Second, both the narrator and the protagonist agree that destiny can
have either absolute power or relative power. When they view destiny as
absolute power, the protagonist in the novel complys with his destiny.
However, when they view desitny as relative power, the protagonist try to
which reflect the view of the world of merchants and novels which reflect
the view of the world of the ruling class. Accordingly, the Jeokgang—novel
poses the fundamental question: How the humans should live? And the

novels aim at different readers from different classes.

overcome or confront with his destiny.
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