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<Abstract>

Two Poets’ Response to the Realities of Politics
Lee, Soong Won

Focusing on Im Hwa's poetry written during the Japanese reign and that
of Kim Soo Young after the Liberation, this study aimed to look into the
incarnation of the political realities as experienced by the poets and the
nature of their pursuits as reflected in the description of political issues.

The reflections in both Im Hwa's and Kim Soo Young’s poetry show a
common drift of reducing poetry to a form of meager description of reality
and strife, a means of working themselves into full blown anger, a slogan,
or an exclamation. A good example is the series of Im Hwa's short epic
poetry written from 1929 until 1930 and Kim Soo Young’s works produced
between the April 19 Citizen's Revolution and the May 16 Military Coup
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d’état. The stronger the force of political repression becomes to drive one's
ego deeper inside, the closer self introspection comes around and the more
the feeble ego searches for ways to cope with repressive realities. Genuine
poetry is born from such pursuit and agony. Although an outright
articulation against reality or a unilateral criticism on political issues may
serve as a subject matter for poetry, it still falls far short of finding its
true place in the core of poetry. Retreating to his inner self, Im Hwa was
able to produce the poem “Sill Jae,” which truly reveals his own honest
features. On the other hand, Kim Soo Young composed a poem of a higher
dimension, “A Variation of Love,” which finds love in the course of daily
life by setting aside the reality and searching for petit bourgeois ways to

struggle. Such exposition applies to populism poetry during the 1980s.
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1) C. M. Bowra, Poetry and Politics, Cambridge University Press, 1966, p. 1.
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