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<Abstract>
A Study on the Meaning of Korean Adjective
Superlative Constructions

Chung In Soo

The primary purpose of this study is to show the meaning of
Korean adjective superlative constructions modified by the degree
adverb “kajang”. Korean adjective superlative constructions can be
divided into four types, which have the common characteristics: the
reference set comprised of more than three referents, compared terms
included in the set, no specified normal term. The compared terms and
the normal terms on the open-scale adjective superlatives and
unary-scale adjective superlatives are distributed on the whole scale.
But the The compared terms and the normal terms on the
bounded-scale adjective superlatives and the asymmetric-scale
adjective superlatives are not distributed on the whole scale. In other
words, the compared term and the normal term in the superlative
constructions of “pitalempty)”, a bounded-scale adjective cannot be
located in the meaning realm of “chata(full)”. And the compared term
and the normal term in the superlative constructions of
“kkekuthata(clean)” and “terupta(dirty)”, asymmetric-scale adjectives,
must be located only in the meaning realm of “kkekuthata(clean)” and
“terupta(dirty)”.
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