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A Study on Authorship and Subjects Revealed in the Narrative of

Korean Web Novels on Book Traveler's Genre
- Focusing on “Going to the Second World, where you're not sorry at least for liberal arts”

PARK, JIHEE

The purpose of this study is to examine the semantic relationship between the author
and the reader within the narrative world of web novels in the Book Traveler’s Genre,
while also addressing the identity challenges faced by characters within these works. To
achieve this, we first assess the validity of traditional concepts of authorship, followed
by an analysis of the moments when the author, character, and interpreter are re-centered
and revealed as real entities.

The web novel “Going to the Second World, Where You're Not Sorry at Least for
Liberal Arts”(shortened to Korean, ‘Moon Song-ahn-ham’) was selected for this study for
two main reasons. First, it raises important questions about the topology between fictional
characters and real humans throughout the analysis. Second, the actual author has
expressed opinions on ‘authorship’ directly through a review of the work, while readers have
actively engaged in discussions about it through comments. This interaction serves as an
effective indicator for examining the dynamics between the author, reader, and character.

Through this study, we aim to demonstrate that some works of art are compelling
and can be considered art precisely because of this intrigue. The worldview presented
in the analyzed work allows readers to recognize aesthetic qualities by portraying sensory
attributes as tangible objects. In this process, we establish that art cannot exist without
the reader’s involvement, and that the fictional world re-centered in the reader’s mind
holds the same ontological status as that of the author or reader.

Key Words : Web novels, Book Traveler's Genre, Authorship, Subjects,
Objects, art, Going to the Second World, where you're not
sorry at least for liberal arts, munsong—an—ham
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